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Oleg Vassiliev

Widely known as one of the leading figures of the Soviet Non-Conformist Art
Movement (the “unofficial” Russian Art Movement) originating in the late

1960s, Oleg Vassiliev is regarded as one of the most significant Russian artists
of his generation. Sadly Oleg passed away earlier this vear, but his legacy as a
pioneering artist will not be forgotten

VIGhe visions were N constant oppaosiion 0
Socidist Realism. Instead,

Vasstie's
the ideclogies of State-endarsed
¥ /s paintngs have been known fer ther inimitable
quality of unitng the formalst innovations of the early 20th

Century Russian avant-garde with the humanity, lyricsm and
realism characleristic of Russian painting af the 19th Century. In
eszence, what Yassiliey o was to return to the mage a visual
narrative = his paintings communicate Mpressions, memaornies
ane recollections through an explaraticn of light ané space,

Ey extracting, elevating and transferming a persenal,

ntimate selection of visusal images fom bdoth past anc
Vassilev caplures something mare universal,
In pectedial

aresent
samething comman ta all human memaory
form, the atist creates an andlogy of the very process by
whikh memaoiies become incarporated into the ming’s
consciousness, the viewer sees memory as a bindscape
"Memary & capricious in its choice of subjects. Often, cne
ecalls something quie unimpartant: at first glance, it seems
ncomprehensible why memary retains some things and lets
athers ge. Apparently, it 5 not a matter of the event & the
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odjpct Mast Bkely, these have been preserved in an inddental
way, immersed in the stream af light that salurates the past
That light & the very sessence of remembrance.. The deepes
one delves into the past, the mare powertul the stream of light
And somewhere aver there, beyond the boundanes of the
discernablee, it turns nto a river af golden light. In that river my

life drowns, and everything that was before bves.”

al Fagglanato
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